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THE WEEKLY EMAIL NEWSLETTER OF CROSS CREEK COMMUNIT Y CHURCH, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

 
ISSUE:  November 5, 2009 
 

He who is aching in every limb, worn out by the eff ort of a day of work, that is to say a 
day when he has been subject to matter, bears the r eality of the universe in his flesh like 
a thorn.  The difficulty of him is to look and to l ove.  If he succeeds, he loves the Real. 

                     --Simone Weil 

 
* * * * * 
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This weekend we will continue our Pentecost series AN ALTAR IN THE WORLD: A 
GEOGRAPHY OF FAITH, based on the book by Barbara Brown Taylor.  Pastor Mike  will be 
offering a prompting entitled “The Practice of Carrying Water:  Physical Labor,”  which 
follows Chapter 9 of Barbara Brown Taylor’s book.  As one of the many ordained and/or 
seminary trained individuals at Cross Creek, Jan Harry  will be offering a testimony about her 
experience of “grace upon grace”  as an active part of our community of faith.  Kenny Roaden 
will be singing.   
 
* * * * * 
Dear Cross Creeker: 
 

On behalf of our church and as chair of the Building and Grounds Committee, I would like to thank all 
those who participated in last  Saturday's Work-day.  They were: Juli Burnell, Betty Cox, Ann Mourouzis, 
Steve Taylor, Mary Taylor, Ed Pettit, Mark Thompson, Ruth Terry, Jey Ellis, Tom Toberen, Jay Mitchell, 
and Conrad Swensen.  I think I listed everyone but apologize to anyone I missed. 
  
We had a very good day and everybody worked hard and gave their all to the effort.  We cleaned the 
gutters, trimmed the shrubbery around the HVAC units so they could be serviced, raked leaves, cleaned 
up the flower beds, chipped several piles of branches and twigs we have been piling over in the trees for 
several years, and cleaned out and prepared the flower bed around the sign so that next spring it can be 
rebuilt to be a weed free area and one with shrubs and flowers that won't overshadow the sign.  We also 
cleaned some dead wood out of the trees and replaced several light bulbs throughout the building.  The 
building windows were washed on the inside and the kitchen was thoroughly cleaned. 
  
Thanks to you all and I hope we didn't have too many sore muscles the next day. 
  
Duane Tabb, Chair 
Buildings and Grounds Committee 
 
* * * * * 

 
STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN  
From Jesus’ Fullness We Have All Received,  
     Grace Upon Grace” 
  
We are in the midst of our fall Stewardship Campaign.  You should 
have received a packet of materials including our Mission Plan 2010, 
How Much Shall I Give?, a pledge card and Covenant Membership 
renewal forms.  If you did not receive them or need replacements, 
check in the hall near the front door or contact the church office or 
find them online at www.crosscreekchurch.org. You are asked to 
make your pledge on-line, by mail or at weekend services by 
November 22. If you have any questions, please talk to one of the 
following stewardship team members: Bill Youngkin, Teresa Lowen 
or Steve Sackman. 
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Our next work-ship will be November 28-29, and we will assemble grooming kits for Aids 
Resource Center Ohio (ARC).  Each kit will contain ten items. Since we hope to do 50 kits, that 
means collecting 500 individual items.  Cross Creekers are generous so we can do it! Luckily all 
the items are available at dollar and discount stores for $1 or less.  Please take the shopping 
list, enclosed in your bulletin, with you to the store.  Also check your bulletin each week as there 
will be an update on which items are still needed.  The goal is to come out fairly even with all ten 
items. 
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This year we are presenting "Matt and Lucy's Version Births," a play written by 
the writers of the "Living the Questions Series."  It explores the differing stories of 
Jesus' birth told in the books of Matthew and Luke.  Which one is right?  Join us 
and find out!   
  

We're looking for children and youth of all ages! The rehearsal schedule is 5-6 
PM on Sunday, November 22 & 29 and December 13th, and a dress rehearsal 
on Saturday, December 19th from 11:30-1pm.  The pageant will be held at 5:30 
on Saturday, December 19th.  A sign-up sheet is in the hallway and if you have 

any questions please contact Kim Lockwood@ 829-3272 or kimberly.lockwood@notes.udayton.edu.   
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Those interested in investigating covenant membership at Cross Creek Community 
Church, as well as those interested in learning more about the church’s statement of 
faith; its vision, mission and distinctive values; its decision making processes and its 
varied ministries, as well as its affiliation with the United Church of Christ and the 
Alliance of Baptists are invited to attend the Exploring Covenant Membership Class 
on Saturday, November 14 from 9 AM to 2 PM   You can sign up in the church hallway or 
contact Pastor Mike Castle to register.  Childcare is available upon request with advance notice. 
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We are going to do things a little differently this year. Instead of a catered 
banquet we will gather for a pot-luck dinner on Sunday, December 6 from 
5:00 to 7:00 PM.   Dinner will be served promptly at 5:00 so be sure to have 
your dish ready to go!  Following dinner there will be a delightful program of 
music and drama and fun. Plan on singing some of your favorite Christmas 
Carols as well!   Please sign-up in the church hallway by indicating what type 
of dish you plan to bring and how many people will be coming with you. 
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Rev. Bill Youngkin, Pastor Mike Castle, and our Justice and Witness Ministry Chair, David Lauri, 
have been working with other interfaith leaders and faith communities to start a chapter of the 
Industrial Areas Foundation (IAF) here in the Miami Valley.  Over the next 11 months, we have 
the opportunity to turn it into an organization that can powerfully affect change in our 
community.  We are looking for a handful of Cross Creek folks who are willing to work with Bill 
Youngkin in forming a mission team here at Cross Creek that will lead our church in this effort.  
If you are interested in being a part of this unfolding community organizing project, please come 
to First Baptist Church of Dayton (111 W. Monument St. -- next to the downtown YMCA) on 
Monday, November 9, 2009 at 7:00 PM .  If you have questions, please talk with Bill or Mike or 
David. 
 



���������	���� �
If you are interested in a community garden at Cross Creek Church, please contact David Lauri at 937-
902-8054.  
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The November meeting of PFLAG Dayton is Tuesday,  Nov 10 at Cross Creek.   Social time is 7:00-7:30 
PM with the meeting starting at 7:30. As always, a peer support group will be available.  November’s 
program featuring representatives the Cincinnati COLAGE group might be of special interest to many 
Cross Creek parents.  COLAGE, Children of Lesbians and Gays Everywhere, is an outreach program for 
COLAGE group in Dayton, many of the contacts between kids are on line. Learn more about COLAGE at 
www.colage.org.  
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Come for a Thanksgiving dinner featuring turkey, ham and all the fixin’s!  Bring a salad, dessert or side 
dish to share to St.Paul United Methodist Church, 101 Huffman Ave in East Dayton.  The evening begins 
at 5:30 PM with a social hour followed by dinner at 6:30.  Then the Dayton Gay Men’s Chorus will preview 
their 2010 Winter Concert to be held on Dec 5th. 
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St. John United Church of Christ (520 Fairfield Avenue, Bellevue, KY) invites you to the annual World 
AIDS Day Prayer Service  on Tuesday, December 1 st at 7:30 PM.   This year's service follows the recent 
pattern of presenting liturgies from around the world that call us to prayer and action.  The Church will be 
filled with candlelight and prayers will be offered to remember that every 15 seconds someone in the 
world dies of AIDS-related illnesses. Clergy from the area and others will lead in prayer and scripture 
readings, and a combined choir from St. John United Church of Christ (Bellevue, KY), Calvary Episcopal 
Church (Clifton) and First United Church of Christ (College Hill) will sing and lead in chants and hymns.  
The order of service was published by the Diakonia Council of Churches in South Africa and adapted for 
this service. The Reverend Dr. Michael Castle, pastor of Cross Cr eek Community Church in Dayton, 
OH will preach.   A reception will follow in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Anonymous HIV Testing  will be offered by the Northern Kentucky Health Department at the Church in 
room 201 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.   Please use the Ward Avenue entrance. 
 

The Church is located 1/2 mile east of Newport on the Levee and 1/4 mile east of the 471 Interstate at the 
Bellevue/Newport/Route 8 exit. For more information go to www.StJohnChurch.net or call 859.261.2066.  
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